The great practical importance of the facts it sets forth, and the highly interesting character of the evidence by which they are authenticated, give it a double claim to the serious attention of all who practise the healing art.
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If, as M. Melsens alleges, and as his numerous experiments seem conclusively to show, iodide of potassium is not only a safe, certain, and radical cure for the common forms of saturnine and mercurial poisoning, but an equally sure preventive of the injurious effects so frequently produced by emanations from lead and mercury, the fact is one which cannot be made too widely known.
When we consider the great number of working men who, from the nature of their occupation, are constantly exposed to the poisonous influence of these deadly metals, such a result would of itself deserve to rank as one of the most important discoveries of the day. But [Jan.
affected part or parts, and is retained there in the form of some insoluble compound.* According to his view, the iodide of potassium, after its absorption into the blood, combines with the metallic poison, and forms with it a new and soluble salt?liberates the poison from its union with the injured part?? dissolves it out, so to speak, from the damaged fibre, and sets it once more afloat in the circulation.
The new compound thus set at liberty (under the form, it is presumed, of a double iodide of mercury and potassium) he supposes to be eliminated through the kidney almost as soon as formed, in combination with any excess of iodide of potassium that may happen to be present. So There ought to be a marked difference between the action of iodide of potassium on an individual free from mercurial compounds, and on one who holds mercurial compounds in his tissues. It results from the facts established in this memoir, taken as a whole,?whether they concern protection from poisoning, the aggravation of it even unto death, or, finally, the cure of those already poisoned,?that with the treatment by iodide of potassium the cure is never obtained except by a preliminary poisoning? poisoning which the physician has completely the power to regulate according to the strength of the patient. It suffices for this to begin by administering the iodide in a small dose, as M. Guillot and I proposed as long as six years ago. For a man, it is well to begin with fifteen grains (one gramme) a day, increasing the dose if the patient bear it well. It seems to me that inferences of some importance to medicine may be drawn from the facts contained in this memoir.
Indeed, the constant aggravation of the symptoms of poisoning upon the administration of iodide of potassium in excess, and the elimination of the poison in a state of combination with one of the elements of the iodide, authorize us in saying that certain medicines act in the first instance on their own account; but may act at the same time by the agency of the materials they meet with in the living body. It is the duty of the physician, therefore, to inquire into the prior history of the patient, even more perhaps than physicians are in the habit of doing, when he is desirous of administering remedies having an action analogous to that of iodide of potassium to individuals formerly subjected to the influence of saturnine or mercurial compounds.
